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and other workmen the same Saturday. And no miner
shall remain in a market town under colour of buying
food, or in other manner after the ninth hour on Sunday,
without leave.'
Besides their wages the miners received such iron,
steel, and ropes as they required, free of charge, and had
the use of a forge for the repair of their tools.1 At Beer,
in 1297, there were three forges, one for each of the three'
mines into which the field was divided,2 and each worked
by a man and a boy. In addition to the smiths 3 there
would be, as auxiliaries, one or more candlemakers,
carpenters, charcoal-burners, and woodcutters. In'many
mines it was also necessary to employ a number of hands
in baling water out of the pits with leathern bodges or
buckets ; during April 1323 an average of twenty persons
were so engaged at Beer Alston, and during one week
the number rose to forty-eight.4 So greatly did the
accumulation of water in the pits interfere with work,
that in early times the Devon mines were closed down
during the winter; 5 and it was not until about 1297 that
means were found of dealing with this evil. About that
date the plan of draining the pits by means of ' avidods '
or adits, that is to say, horizontal galleries driven from
the bottom of the pits to a level of free drainage on the
surface, was introduced into the lead mines. The
ordinances of 1297 arranged for one hundred tinners to
work in ' avidods ', and the accounts of the working of
1	Memo. R., L. T. R., 25-6 Edw. I, m. 51.
2	In 1302 there were four mines :   the South Mine, the Middle
Mine, the Mine of Fershull, and the Old Mine.   Exch. K. R. Accts.,
260, no. 22.
3	The smiths were paid i2d. to iSd. a week.    Ibid.
4	Exch. K. R. Accts,, 261, no. 25.        5 Anct. Corresp., xlviii. 81.
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